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Pay Phones 
Do you know what a pay phone is? In the old days 

when people were not home and wanted to make a phone 
call, they had to use a pay phone. There were no cell 
phones back then. 

A pay phone was long, black and silver. It was about 
the size of a large shoe box. Most pay phones were in front 
of stores or on busy streets. 

Some pay phones were inside a tall glass box with a 
door. You had to step inside to use the phone. When you 
closed the door, you did not hear much noise. The person 
you called could hear you better because of the quiet. 

To make a call, you put coins into a slot in the phone. 
You could talk for only a few minutes. If you wanted to 
talk longer you had to put in more change. 

A phone call made to someone in another town was 
known as a long-distance call. To make a long-distance 
call, you dialed zero to speak to an operator. The operator 
would tell you how much change to put into the coin slot. 
Sometimes you had to put in a whole pocketful of dimes 
and quarters. 




