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Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

takes a school

art
bus
work

takes a bus home.
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to go to school. In the

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:

afternoon
library |, he also
morning
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New Slang

People have used slang to sound cool for longer than “cool” was cool. Slang is

informal belong
vocabulary that is very |0rganic  |and often used by people who |[Measure |to a clique.
shapeless travel
a a
A clique is |[POth | small in-group of people who share |if |special style or set of ideas
or up
and build so
she |often use a specific vocabulary to |N€ar |to each other. But even if|that |do not
to talk you
my friendship
belong to a clique, [theM | probably already use slang in your |réputation |and didn’t
you vocabulary
chance can
even know it. For [example | words like “cool,” “sweet,” and “tight” (dO all mean
weather think
could garbage
“g00d.” You have probably [fell one of these words to describe |nothing that you
used something

liked or admired.

But

beware

cut

donate |1 Slang tends to evolve quickly. What|May |cool to say yesterday

speak

as

may be [NOt
to

so cool today and might embarrass
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on
you

was

tomorrow. People used to say that

Keep going g
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deny

Some slang expressions

“Wassup?”’ But then

begin  |to avoid you.

challenge could

fishing was “off the hook,” and before [SOON | they might have said it was “rad.”
something that

Also beginnings

But  |if you use either of these|CUpboards |today, your friends may wince and
Since expressions

access

said common
SaW [once so common that people got[SIeepy of
were tired
gave casual
saying them. For example, friends [ade |to greet each other in a [Shaven |way by saying,
used tall
much Everybody
no actors in a famous commercial said “Wassup?” |PUppies
some Singers
did hope

started repeating that phrase, until it {"ad [ no longer fun or interesting to [S8Y | anymore.

That’s when it was

“Wassup?” you will

“For shizzle.”

was

beyond
all |[down
over

for “Wassup?” If

just

view

friend

you greet a|MOVie |now by saying,
school

A

lie | geta funny look in response. [ItS | similar thing happened with

yet
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You

After
There

exams
paint
slang

are different types and origins of

words and

animals

numbers
phrases

that originally had similar meanings. For

likes to “pig out” every

from. However, |It

something associated

namely a “cake walk,”

come
hide
see

if
only
SO

often, and so it’s easy to

example
hunger
system

by
of
to

for
is something easy considered a “piece

why

high
long
wide

among
ever
with

an old social game that has

and
her
in

which the winner literally won cake.

Oth

Each
None

slang words are portmanteaus (pronounced

er

portmanteau is a word that combines

“Brunch” 1

as
fire
two

a

by
in

s a great example of

opposite
somewhat
together

to create a new word with [out
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port-man-tows). [It

words together to form a new

Keep going

. Much slang comes from

, everyone

where that phrase comes

cake”? It probably is

since been forgotten,

A

of

food
toy
word

portmanteau. It combines “breakfast” and “lunch”

slightly new meaning. Another example of

>
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he | new slang word is a “spork””: |Off

dangerous

personal

a ring to call them on for

spoon-and-fork combination. Not all portmanteaus

combinations of information

and enormous:

of changes in technology. For example,

cheap

the

ten years ago, people would have

Wi-Fi. And spam was only a

email. Some slang has even evolved [garly

SO to
dance are
are [food | related; there is also “infomercials,” which [end
sport keep
as
and commercials. And [far military gave us a combo of gigantic
the
according
ginormous. Some slang develops because
during
a another
MY | hundred years ago, people didn’t give [Operator
yet someone
about
phone because phones weren’t common. Until |EVEl
then
caught about
played | hot spots were temperature based, not [Still
thought under
house available
meat | that came in a can, not [forgiven
post unwanted
and

texting language such as “LOL”, “brb”, [0ff | “smh.”

the

Some slang just happens. And that’s sick.

©2020 University of Oregon. All rights reserved.
Page 6

above

from

>
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