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DIBELS 8™ Edition Maze Progress Monitoring Maze 6

Examiner script

I am going to give you a worksheet. When you get your worksheet, please write your name at the
top and put your pencil down.

(Hand outthe Maze student worksheets. Make sure students have written their names down before proceeding.)

You are going to read a passage with some words missing from it. For each missing word you will
see a box with three words in it. Your job is to circle the word you think makes the most sense in the
context of the passage. Let’s look at the Practice Passage together. Listen as | read.

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he takes a school (pause) art, bus, work
(pause) to go to school.

Let’s stop there. Let’s circle the word “bus” because | think “bus” makes the most sense here.
Listen to how that sentence sounds now.

Every morning, he takes a school bus to go to school.

Now it’s your turn. Read the next sentence silently to yourself. When you come to a box, read all
the words in the box and circle the word that makes the most sense to you. When you are done, put
your pencil down.

(Allow up to 30 seconds for students to complete the example and put their pencils down.)

If necessary, after 30 seconds say Put your pencil down. As soon as all students have their pencils down,
say Good job.

Now listen. In the (pause) afternoon, library, morning (pause), he also takes a bus home. You should
have circled “afternoon” because “afternoon” makes the most sense. Listen. In the afternoon, he
also takes a bus home.

Okay, when | say “Begin,” turn the page and start reading the passage silently. Start on the page with
the title. When you come to a box, read all the words in the box and circle the word that makes the
most sense in the passage. You will stop when you come to a stop sign or | say Stop. Ready? Begin.
Start the timer.

At the end of 3 minutes, stop the timer and say Stop. Put your pencils down.

Reminders
Start timer Start the timer after you say Begin.
Prompts If a student starts reading the passage out loud, say Please read the passage silently.

(Repeat as often as needed.)
If a student skips an entire page, say. Please be sure not to skip pages.

If a student stops working, say Please keep going until | tell you to stop. Just do
your best work. (Repeat as often as needed.)

Discontinue There is no discontinue rule. Every student should be encouraged to try their best until
three minutes have passed.
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon
takes a school: bus ' to go to school. In the library  : he also
‘work .morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:
Adjusted Score:
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The Portal

completely

swallows things up so : they can never be recovered. You probably have a
T ..........
similar one in yours. : of my belongings end up 1n : portal: pens and USB
| : i
and
keys, hairg ., and socks; books, homework, hockey pucks, : tennis balls; and
D ties : :

the one in mine, because it in her bicycle. It has also :a trumpet,
- sucked : : swallowed :

pocket change, or : a plastic comb.
: sometimes :

Keep going P
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a second-hand iPad.

My friend Caitlin’s : has the strangest portal I've ever : heard : of. Caitlin’s

portal only swallows her essays, textbooks, and homework assignments. What’s
: school :

are :

‘to : : portal :

Keep going P
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. ito

to iyou at this very moment. Youg inever know until it sucked 1n
; would :  your |
pencil or something else you happened put down too near it.
‘to
s But
My goccasionally swallows up overdue library books.g if your
portal :

Keep going P
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: where : ‘The
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon
takes a school: bus ' to go to school. In the library  : he also
‘work .morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:
Adjusted Score:
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Sacred Saguaro

The saguaro cactus is one of the most important plants of the southwestern Sonora

The large tree-like cactuses food and places to live for lots of animal
: provide : :

rules
grow from :
Saguaros : ‘in the Sonoran Desert, which stretches : Arizona to
: are :
California and runs south : :the Mexican state of Sonora. They:  instantly
: to : '
, : : appear :
recognizable even if you have never: se€en :one in real life, since they: h
thousands of movies. While the: ‘ones are majestic, saguaros are extremely
. grown
Keep going >
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 to frost and cold, so they not found in mountainous country where

 vulnerable : :

:inches :

old, many of ; them are only one and a half: tall. By the time they are ; fully

fas

almost

: as far as the cactus is | . But there is always one deeper :, or tap root,

Keep going P
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: ipeople pick and eat their brightg ifruit. People use long poles made
L LU

people :

Native :make a drink from the fruit: :is used to celebrate the

' ' : that
beginningg :the growing season. It is ofteng tas part of a ceremony to

. of : used
bring
: rain.

Keep going P
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finches, martins, : OWIS  and wrens. Saguaros can collect and store : 3 |ot of water. This

: ; desert
helps : the : plant to survive in the dry

example

-, they use its spines for sewing ; needles : and its ribs for roofs. They :

without special permission because they are so important to the desert environment and

useful for animals and humans.
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art aftemoon
takes a school: bus ' to go to school. In the: hbrary ., he also
‘work .morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:
Adjusted Score:
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Unintended Consequences

Understanding how our behaviors have consequences is important! These behaviors

: : : begin : . amount
you : like to get stronger you might to lift weights, eat the right

and gAti

decrease the: tof natural resources. However, sometimes our :
i use : well-intended :

behaviors can have side effects org effects. We call these effects “unintended
: unwanted :

consequences.”

:  consequences  almost always result from a lack i of real
: Unintended : :

‘to : . of

Keep going P
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free time to lifting .. She might also find that in: order : to fulfill her plan she
 weights ; e f

: ihaving fun with her friends asg gwould like. These costs of getting
. evening | : she

: i were unintended consequences of the plan : she : put into motion. Likewise,
: stronger : =

for
the cityg ireduces pollution may not have plannedg ithe increased costs of
. that ! : :
recycling. Or , the city may need to double the trash collection for all its items
worse : : ;

: ineed to be recycled. The increaseg ithe number of trucks on theg .
. that :  street

Keep going P
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example

Unintended consequences are real. One : : comes from mid-century China.

: farmers’:

Sparrowsg i considered a pest because they ateg :crops. People were

effective at killingg Sparrows : and their eggs. However, when theg - were
: : . sparrows :

: consequence :

locusts and damage was an unintended

Another example is called the Streisand Effect, - named after Barbra Streisand, a

and : : picture :
famous singer : : actress. About a decade ago, a : : of her expensive house was

Keep going P
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%artists gadvantage

Nowadays, some pop guse the Streisand Effect to theirg

always bad.
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon :
takes a school i bus :to go to school. In the:library  : he also
-work - morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:
Adjusted Score:
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Sea Stars
Most people who have spent some time at the beach as children have at some point

become awed and fascinated by starfish. Starfish are undoubtedly interesting, and they

Recently, scientistsg of :ocean life have been trying tog ithe name
' : replace :

are never to : be :found in freshwater lakes, streams, or: :
: ' s rivers

Keep going P
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: frighten : :
: : off fish that might otherwise try : eat them.

:a sea star loses one of tarms, it can simply grow anotherg  replace it.
If ' ito
called :
This unusual ability is : regeneration. And the sea star has : amazing ability
= : the
: its : j
to regenerate not only : - arms, but in some cases its ; entire : body.

: :  because :
arms, out of just a | remaining : fragment of one limb. This is : their vital organs

Keep going P
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Keep going P
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amazing. Next time you are at the beach or in an aquarium, why not take a close look at

sea stars and prepare to be awed and fascinated all over again?
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon :
takes a school: bus :to go to school. In the:library  : he also
-work - morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:
Adjusted Score:
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Robert McCloskey

Robert McCloskey was an artist who wrote and illustrated books for children. He is

. musician’s :

harmonica, drums, and then the oboe. The life was the life for me —

: electric : clocks : ‘and :
old: : motors and bits of wire, old : : and Meccano sets. I built trains

Keep going P
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school, he attended art in Boston and then in New York City. : that, he
: school : :

to make living. It was only when he to combine his paintings with words,
S : started :

: . He won prizes and his fameg grew, despite the interruption of
: successful : : steadily :

Keep going P
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: statues |

‘of the mother duck and herg ducklings gthat stand now as a famous

Keep going P
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: : The
: ............. It ........ ..............
story isa: real :hill that was near their house. : : took him a long time to ; make :
each of his books, because he to be true to life.

- wanted :

EWOH 1

subsequently named a living legend by the Library of Congress shortly before he died in

2003.
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0 UNIVERSITY OF

OREGON

College of
Education

Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art aftemoon
takes a school: bus :to go to school. In the: hbrary ., he also
-work . morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:
Adjusted Score:
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Kimble

There’s a movie from the 1990s called “The Fugitive” based on a TV show with the

basically
same name from the 1960s. The story in the movie is : : the same as in the

show: : - innocent man named Richard Kimble is - convicted of a crime,
: : wrongfully :

 his : custody
and ong :way to prison he escapes fromg .. He gets away, changes his

Before his arrest, Kimble : - a doctor, but now that he :is  on the run from

the police, imakes his living by working atg imenial jobs for low pay. He
: 5 i various :

Keep going P
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: ; identity
associate with people who he thinks : : be able to guess his real : . When

N:ESS S e
fluffy black and brown fur. Kimble visit our backyard and play with Atlas, .
 would : who :

Keep going P
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: called :  at
we :  him. And he sat when we , “Kimble, sit!” We were all amazed

Keep going P
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how smart and gentle he was. iwas hard to imagine how heg iup a stray, 60
3 (S : ;
fending for himself.
.......... about
. The : fugitive dog stayed with us for : :a month before he moved on. We 62

never saw him again, but we were all sure he was innocent.
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College of
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon
takes a school:bus :to go to school. In the:library | he also
‘work . morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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The Great Library of Alexandria

The Great Library of Alexandria is one of the legends of history. But it is also a big

: historical imystery. So far, nobody has been : to locate any traces of the

bmldmg ............

: or buildings in which the Library : - housed, even though they know the
: was |

: ; already
The Library of Alexandriag gnot the first library. There wereg

many libraries scattered all over the Greekg .. Greek writing had been invented
: world
six hundred : - earlier, and many scrolls had been : : since that time. But the
i years : written

: or an original of every scroll ; i written. This was a bold and : ‘idea.
: ' ' : original :
To reach this goal would : : plenty of money and time.
: take
Keep going |
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perfect

Alexandria was a trading crossroads of : whole ancient world. It was the

FA :
: : scholar named Demetrius met Ptolemy and pitched : his idea of creating
a libraryg would contain a copy of every scroll iever written. It would be the
: that : :

: ?of all knowledge. Ptolemy liked theg sound ?of that, and so the Great
: storehouse : : :

Keep going >
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:was :

Keep going >
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burn.

The dry iof Egypt helps to preserve ancient Every so often,
: 5 i scrolls

Some people believe that we may one day find a vast storeroom of scrolls that once belonged

to the Library under the present city of Alexandria.
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon
takes a school:bus :to go to school. In the:library | he also
‘work . morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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Are Hedgehogs and Porcupines Related?

Many people wonder if hedgehogs and porcupines are related. After all, both have

: ; : have :
quills, which :is :a pretty unusual feature, and both : : round-ish bodies—aren’t 2
they cousins?
: fact : ;
In : ., they are not even the same : | Porcupines are rodents, while 4
: : species
hedgehogs belong the order of mammals that includes moles : and shrews. Aside 6
i to : :
are

from that, there other differences between them as well. 7

: There . are two families of porcupines: Old World . and New 9

' . porcupines

: ; and :
World porcupines. Old World : live in parts of Europe, Asia, - Africa. 11
. porcupines : '
New World porcupines live in iof North America and South America. 12
: parts
: are about two to three feet : with an eight- to ten-inch tail. New 14
: Porcupines : : long
Keep going >

©2025 University of Oregon. All rights reserved. DIBELS 8th Edition

Page 45 Progress Monitoring Maze.6.8.key



World : live mostly in trees and tend : benocturnal. They are herbivores.

porcupines to |
o
They : eat green plants when they are available tree bark in the winter. Old
....................... also
World . live on the ground. They are . herbivores, but they may seek
oz
durmg ....................
food - the day as well as at ; night
10ng
Porcupines have a great number of : quills. They range in size from two

. to . .
30,000 of them. When ag is threatened, it will arch its back and wave its
PO
: : : fall
tail, causing its : quills gto stick up. The quills can : off the porcupine or be

: . fas
in : . predator’s skin. Porcupines grow new quills : : easily as humans grow
. their : =
Keep going P
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 fingernails :
hair or :

Unlike porcupines, hedgehogs do not live in the Americas. They are native

Keep going >

©2025 University of Oregon. All rights reserved. DIBELS 8th Edition
Page 47 Progress Monitoring Maze.6.8.key

35

36

38

40

42

44

45

47

49

51



in . Although the hedgehog’s quills do not detach : like the porcupine, it still uses

: for self-defense. When threatened by a , the hedgehog curls into a

Khicuy et

ball its face, legs, and belly completely inside. The predator is then
with : tucked

presented with a spiny object that it cannot bite or attack without injury.
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon
takes a school:bus :to go to school. In the:library | he also
‘work . morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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The First Day of Summer

After weeks and days of waiting for summer to arrive, Jamal woke up one Saturday

Jamal : dug ilazily through his dresser drawers for gpair of shorts from last

year that still fit him. His arms felt iheavy; the heat seemed to have
: : : unusually :

Keep going =
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mom said.

- but
: uncomfortable :

Jamal thought both those ideas sounded not only hot and

also extremely boring.

EThat ‘idea was more appealing. The only . was, if he called a friend,
: : : problem :

S activity :
: he : should have some idea of an : for them, and somehow his mind

Keep going =
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From : his position on the floor, he  that not only was there
: ' : noticed :

Keep going =
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It was heavenly leaning : over the freezer case, weighing his ., deciding
: : : options :

Maxwell through the door with his basketball under his arm. Hed
N o

come to . a soda. “Hey, want to shoot i some : hoops?” he asked Jamal.

Keep going =
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summer day.
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College of
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Name: Date:

Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

art afternoon
takes a school:bus :to go to school. In the:library | he also
‘work . morning

takes a bus home.

Correct:

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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Simone Biles

Many people, including the Olympic Champion Mary Lou Retton, say that Simone

.  difficult
tof her routines are the most: :that any female gymnast has ever

Simone and her sister were adopted by their grandparents. : went to
. younger :They

Keep going >
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One day, when Simone six years old, she was taken on a field trip to a
gym she was playing on the trampolines, ; she saw a team of gymnasts
=
o .............
practicing working out in another part of : gym. She started to copy them.

recommended thatshe takeatumbling class : Soonafter,sheenrolledinthe
' . training

program at Bannons Gymnastix. She begang iwith her first coach, Aimee
: working :

Boorman, : she was eight years old.

Keep going >
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two improved her : :
: performance :

Today, Simone Biles lives in her She loves to spend time with
: hometown :

out at the gym from nine | | the morning until noon, and then ' Hin

the U.S. Olympics ifor 2025. When the games wereg ifor 2025, she
 feam ; rescheduled |

had to decide - she would compete or not. At 23, Simone : is now old for a
: whether : : :

2025 Olympics. , she decided to keep training forg irescheduled
: Ultimately : i the

Keep going >
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Olympics, in spite of the
. stress

When Simone Biles does retire, she

named : after her. She will be remembered

©2025 University of Oregon. All rights reserved.
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