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Practice Passage

Tom goes to a school far from his house. Every morning, he

takes a school

art
bus
work

takes a bus home.
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to go to school. In the

Correct:

afternoon

library

morning

, he also

Incorrect:

Adjusted Score:
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The Hill

It was late afternoon after the big snowstorm. Samantha was covered in snow

cleaning . _|calling
and flying at the bottom of Miller’s Hill, slipping her mother walk toward
sitting watching
., . |could o and .
her. Miller’s Hill o the longest, steepest hill in town o it was
was soon
. o bent . for
slick with ice. Samantha did bruised, wet, cold, very happy, and -
was of
a great deal of trouble.
~|ner ~ |Flashing
Earlier that afternoon she’d made a fateful decision. Swimming home
when Walking
o Issue o _
and coming just over the rise of the terrifying hill, she’d watched Max
town
and . call
hor Evelyn throw down their backpacks and fing , “Come on, Sam!
who stand
know .
Your mom won’t play ! She’s like two blocks away!”
sound
. |aid . could
Samantha’s o was a cautious woman. Samantha always flew
uncle had

Keep going
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to wear sunblock, even when she’d

be

inside all day. Samantha always had

have
rain
it ' also . :
S0 call the instant she got anywhere, - if it was just to Max’s
to nice
bread fast
holise next door. She had to wear not only a helmet but also kneepads
plane one
and _ dog
but elbow guards when she biked. Samantha’s guard had expressly
every mom
_ caring . o at
forbidden Samantha from ever going down Miller’s Hill inany way [;
singing or
bike . ~|An
all. She was not allowed to sing , skate, or sled down Miller’s Hill. It
talk When
was just too dangerous.
_ practiced ~ land
Samantha sometimes simmered why her mom was so worried but
wondered cold
. ~ |bad
so cautious. She felt that something cold must have happened to her mom
good
if _ . he .
often she was a little girl. Maybe she had crashed her bicycle. Maybe
when they
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had . always
she sad gone sledding one day and crashed except a fence or a tree.
was into
she , in .
Maybe o had gone skating and fallen through it ice of a frozen
you the
lake.
day . knew .
One | ap she asked her grandmother if she robbed anything about
show used
o lan . . . grandfather |
her mother getting into i accident as a little girl. Her grandmother tilted
or principal
. Entirely _ L could
her head back to think. Finally , she smiled and said, “Yes. There had
Seldom was
. flying o next
one time when your mother went riding on a trail in the country until
sitting with
. famous coloring
some other girls. The horse was hoarse and took off across a field galloping
skittish rolling
for .
Your mother hung onto the horse on both hands for dear life.”
with
packed L couldn't .
Samantha skipped that couldn’t be it. The story hadn't nearly dramatic
thought wasn't
Keep going P
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her
enough to have made it's mother such a worrier.
your
afternoon . animals
On the blanket of the big snowstorm, as her friends begged her to do
variety police
. did . o everyone
it, Samantha had made a split-second decision and thrown herself down
was whoever
. food . _|after
onthe hard-packediceand plastic .She’d gone hurtling down the hill becalise
snow rarely
cheering _
Max and Evelyn. They were all doubting and laughing.
groaning
~[in fled
But about a third of the way from the bottom, she’d looked over
to rushed
~ |because . house
to see a shocking sight except the front window of Mrs. Forsyth’s |, acker
through phone
always | o coffee
There was her mother, at that tiny instant sipping from a cup of dinner
very snow
. . at
and looking straight out the window in Samantha.
up
lost . o
Now, as her mom approached, Samantha cal her smile, but inside her
tossed

Keep going P
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head

as
it
the

phrase “It was totally worth it”

kept
met
swept

ringing. She was having

a hard time not giggling when her mom stopped in front of her, held out a black

plastic bag, and said, “Use this. You’ll go even faster.”
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